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Agency History
With the development of nuclear power in the late 1950's, California was faced with a new problem, the regulation of a new
source of electrical power. The solution to the problem arrived in 1963 with the formation of the Committee on Nuclear
Power Policy. This committee was formed when Hugo Fisher, the administrator of the Resources Agency, an agency formed
in 1961 when Governor Pat Brown dissolved the Natural Resources Department (see STATS. 1961, ch. 2037, p. 4247),
decided the Resource Agency could not regulate nuclear energy without a joint effort between departments.
In 1964 this committee on Nuclear Power Policy Formulation became an ad hoc committee to review proposals for the
Pacific Gas and Electric Company's sites for nuclear power plants. Later that year, the ad hoc committee became a
standing committee and by 1965 they released a policy statement, Resources Agency Policy on Power PLants in California
that they used as a guide for their activities.
In 1969 the Resources Agency revised the policy so that it would include thermal power plants. To assist in dealing with this 
expanded policy, they also created another committee known as the State of California Powerplant Committee. The 
formation of this committee coincided with Governor Ronald Reagan's designation of the Resource Agency as the state 
entity in charge of coordinating the activities of all state agencies relative to thermal power plant siting, resolving conflicts 
within state government that might arise, and entering into agreements with the power utility companies, reflecting the
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state's composite position on all sites.
Adding to Governor Reagan's demands on the Resource Agency, the Assembly passed the Power Plant Siting Coordination
Act in 1970 (see STATS. 1970, ch. 1533, p. 3095). This Act stipulated that in concert with the California electrical utilities,
the Resource Agency was to prepare and maintain a long range plan, covering at least twenty years, for the establishment
of powerplant sites to meet the projections of California's population growth.
In 1972, the Powerplant Siting Coordination Act was supplemented with the passage of Proposition 20 which created seven
coastal commissions empowered to suggest environmental controls on development along the coast (see STATS. 1972, ch
1, p. A-181).
The flurry of action dealing with energy resources peaked in 1973 with the introduction of S.B. 283, a bill that would have
established a state Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission. This bill was vetoed by Governor
Reagan because he felt the Commission would duplicate many functions performed by other state agencies. The rejection
of S.B. 283 was followed by the passage of A.B. 1575 in the House. The bill, almost identical to S.B. 283, was amended in
the Senate and passed by the Legislature on May 21, 1974.
On May 24, 1974, Governor Reagan signed into law, the Warren-Alquist State Energy Resources and Conservation Act
(formerly A.B. 1575) which established the Energy Resources and Conservation Commission (see STATS. 1974, ch. 2761, p.
500). The Energy Commission's basic responsibilities included assisting in conservation of known energy sources,
developing alternate energy sources, ensuring that enough electrical energy remains available to protect public health and
safety, promoting the general welfare and enhancing the environmental quality, and consolidating the state's responsibility
for energy resources. The Commission accomplishes these tasks by assessing energy use trends in California, researching
and developing new energy sources, and regulating construction of energy producing sites.
The Energy Commission was comprised of Five members who were appointed by the Governor for five years in staggered
terms (see STATS. 1974, ch. 276, p. 504). The Warren-Alquist Act mandates that one commissioner posses a background in
the field of engineering on physical science and has a knowledge of energy supply or conversion systems; one member is
an attorney and member of the State Bar of California with administrative law experience; one commissioner has a
background in environmental protection or the study of ecosystems; one member is an economist with a background in
natural resources management; and the final member is from the public at large. The original commissioners were Richard
Maulin, Ronald Doctor, Alan Pasternak, Richard Tuttle, and Bob Moretti.
The Energy Commission was divided into four divisions in 1975: Energy Facility Siting, Conservation, Energy Assessments,
and Research and Development. Energy Facilities Siting, stemming from the earlier ad hoc committee, weighs the
technological, social, and environmental advantages and disadvantages of such facilities. This process helps provide
appropriate electrical generating facilities for the state of California. The Conservation Division whose roots lie in the old
Natural Resources Department, establishes regulations to slow the growth rate of energy use in California by carrying out
studies, technical assessments, research projects, and data collection. The Energy Assessments Division, stemming from
A.B 1247, forecasts California's electric energy requirements, predicting the state's electrical power needs for the coming
five, ten, or twenty years. The Research and Development Division, also grounded in A.B. 1247, researches and develops
alternate forms of producing energy. These areas include solar, and geothermal.

  Energy Commission
   

F3912:1-82 1. Administration Files. 1975-1977.
Physical Description: 82 file folders.
Scope and Content Note
Arranged alphabetically by subject.
Subject files created for administrative purposes, composed of correspondence, reports,
and memoranda from divisions within the Energy Commission. Files include topics such
as alternate energy, biennial reports, public advisor, interagency coordination,
organization and history of the Commission. Draft analyses from staff also included.

   



Energy Commission
2. Speeches and Presentations. 1979-1984
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F3912:83-90 2. Speeches and Presentations. 1979-1984
Physical Description: 8 file folders
Scope and Content Note
Arranged chronologically by date of speech or presentation.
Speeches and presentations of Energy Commission chairman Russel L. Schweichart.
Subjects include alternate energy and energy planning.

   

F3912:91-104 3. Contract Files. 1979-1983.
Physical Description: 15 file folders.
Scope and Content Note
Arranged alphabetically by subject.
Contract files reflecting daily business of the commission. Files relate to various programs
of the divisions within the Commission and include service contracts, related
correspondence, analyses, and projected budgets for programs. Subjects include the
Public Utilities Commission, Solar Cal, and Western Sun.

   
  Solar Office
   

F3912:105-150 4. Office Files. 1977-1979.
Physical Description: 46 file folders.
Scope and Content Note
Arranged alphabetically by subject.
As this office evolved into the Solar Cal Council, an overlapping of some files is present.
The files reflect the multi-faceted functions of this office. They include subject related
correspondence, Passive solar energy, Solar financing, the Local Government
Commission, and Solar manufacturers.

   
  Solar Cal Council
   

F3912:151-165 5. Correspondence. 1977-1983.
Physical Description: 15 file folders.
Scope and Content Note
Arranged alphabetically by subject.
Correspondence coming from or going to Solar Cal Council staff. This correspondence
pertains to office functions, public affairs, and planning. Also included is a file of letters
dealing with solar tax credits.

   

F3912:166-171 6. Office Files. 1976-1983.
Physical Description: 5 File folders.
Scope and Content Note
Arranged alphabetically by subject.
Subject files created for general administrative purposes. The files include Solar Cal
Council job descriptions, budgets, interagency contracts, and personnel records.
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F3912:172-189 7. Solarcal Reports. 1976-1983.
Physical Description: 18 file folders.
Scope and Content Note
Arranged alphabetically by subject.
The files reflect information not provided in some of the project files. Subjects include
conservation, energy contingency plans, marketing plans, and solar energy building
standards.

   

F3912:190-217 8. Project Files. 1977-1982.
Physical Description: 28 file folders.
Scope and Content Note
Arranged alphabetically by subject.
These files contain information on specific projects and individuals involved with the
projects. Subjects include Cal Seia, Cal Seal, Local Government Commission, The Public
Utilities Commission (O II42), Residential Conservation Service, solar tax credits, solar
wind, Sunrae, and Western Sun.

   

F3912:218-223 9. Minutes. 1977-1983.
Physical Description: 6 file folders.
Scope and Content Note
Arranged chronologically by year.
These files include minutes from committees and sub-committees within the Solar Cal
Council. The subjects of these meetings include Solar hotline information, solar ordinance
projects, Public Utilities Commission, and Local Government Commission.

   
  Siting Office
   

F3912:224-270 10. Office Files. 1977-1983.
Physical Description: 47 file folders.
Scope and Content Note
Arranged alphabetically by subject.
The files include applications for power plants for particular sites, environmental impact
reports, and public opinion correspondence dealing with particular sites. These sites
include Belridge, Geysers 20, Lucerne Valley, Mono County, and Tosco. The Geysers 20
files also include 48 color slides of the site as well as slides depicting graphs and charts
regard the feasibility of using the site for a power plant. These slides are filed seperately.

   
  Fuels Allocation Office
   

F3912:271-278 11. Administrative Files. 1977-1980.
Physical Description: 8 file folders.
Scope and Content Note
Arranged alphabetically by subject.
The files reflect the functions of an office formed during the oil embargo to moderate the
amount of fuel to be distributed to wholesalers. Subjects include administrative functions,
budgets, correspondence with fuel companies, and petitions for additional fuel.
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