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Biographical / Historical
John W. Gardner (1912-2002) earned his BA and MA degrees in psychology from Stanford and a PhD in psychology from
University of California, Berkeley. He remained connected to his alma mater throughout his illustrious career, serving on
Stanford's Board of Trustees from 1968 to 1982. As the president of the Carnegie Corporation of New York from 1955 to
1967, he became known as "one of the most powerful behind-the-scenes figures in education." Gardner served as Lyndon
B. Johnson's Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare (HEW) from 1965 to 1968. He founded two influential public
advocacy groups, Common Cause (1970) and Independent Sector (1980). Gardner spent the last thirteen years of his life at
Stanford. He was a founding member of the national advisory board of the Public Service Center (later the Haas Center for
Public Service) and the first Miriam and Peter Haas Centennial Professor in Public Service. The John Gardner Public Service
Fellowship and the John W. Gardner Center for Youth and Their Communities are just two examples of Gardner's lasting
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assigns. See: http://library.stanford.edu/spc/using-collections/permission-publish
Subjects and Indexing Terms
Oral history
Leadership
Civil soceity
Mentoring
Gardner, John W. (John William)
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Scope and Contents
This series contains 58 interviews conducted between 2017 and 2020 with individuals who
knew John W. Gardner. Most interviews include an audio recording and a transcript.
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  Baumgartner, Roberta M. "Bobbi" 2018-04-04  
Creator: Baumgartner, Roberta M. "Bobbi"
Creator: Mancini, Nancy
Abstract: Roberta M. "Bobbi" Baumgartner, who is retired from her work as an executive
assistant at Stanford University, served as John W. Gardner's personal assistant from
1990 to 1997 at the Stanford Graduate School of Business and the School of Education.
She discusses her connection to Stanford growing up and the development of her close
working relationship with Gardner. She recounts different aspects of working for him and
her memories of him as an employer, mentor, teacher, author, public figure, and family
man.

   
  Bortz, Walter M. 2017-04-26  

Creator: Bortz, Walter M. "Wally"
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Dr. Walter Bortz, an emeritus adjunct clinical professor at the Stanford
University School of Medicine and a leading expert on aging, reflects on his early life, his
move to California, his career in the field of geriatrics, and his interactions with John W.
Gardner after Gardner returned to Stanford.

   
  Butler, Lewis H. 2018-05-09  

Creator: Butler, Lewis.
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Lewis H. "Lew" Butler discusses growing up in San Francisco, his long and
productive career in public service, and his personal and professional relationship with
John W. Gardner.

   
  Cacciotti, Jerry 2019-01-03  

Creator: Cacciotti, Jerry
Creator: Wyman, Lyn
Abstract: Jerry Cacciotti (1985 BA International Relations; 1990 MBA) shares memories
of his early life and career and reflects on the impact of his year as a member of the first
class of John Gardner Fellows, the advice he received from John Gardner, and the mission
of the John Gardner Fellowship Association. Cacciotti begins by describing his childhood in
Salinas, California, his parents' careers in public service, and his early involvement in
politics. He shares memories of his study abroad experiences while at Stanford, his
involvement with LGBTQ+ student groups on campus, and how he came to apply for the
John Gardner Public Service Fellowship in 1985. During his fellowship year, Cacciotti
worked on the staff of Lee Hamilton (D-IN) in the US House of Representatives. He shares
memories of working with Hamilton both as a fellow and as his personal press secretary.
He describes bonding with other John Gardner Fellows and communicates some of the
advice that Gardner gave him over the years as well as Gardner's approach to mentoring.
He concludes the interview by describing the formation and evolution of the John Gardner
Fellowship Association and reflecting on Gardner's legacy.

   
  Clever, Linda Hawes 2017-07-21-2017-08-29  

Creator: Clever, Linda Hawes
Creator: Feder, Abby
Abstract: Linda Hawes Clever, MD, MACP, founding president of RENEW and a clinical
professor at University of California-San Francisco, discusses her long friendship with John
W. Gardner and his family, spanning over thirty years from coast to coast. Dr. Clever
speaks of Gardner's role in the founding of her not-for-profit organization, RENEW; her
role on the founding board of Independent Sector; her admiration for Gardner's work; and
her personal friendship with him. She also discusses her friendship with his wife, Aida,
after his death, and her family's continued friendship with his daughters and
grandchildren.
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  Cruz, Nadinne 2017-06-10-2017-06-11  

Creator: Cruz, Nadinne I., 1948-
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Nadinne Cruz, former executive director at the Higher Education Consortium
for Urban Affairs and former director of the Haas Center for Public Service at Stanford,
discusses her early life in the Philippines; her career in public service, education, and
activism; and her friendship with John W. Gardner.

   
  DeBusk, Ann 2017-07-13  

Creator: DeBusk, Ann
Creator: Mancini, Nancy
Abstract: Ann DeBusk, a longtime friend of John W. Gardner, shares memories of him
and the advice he gave her.

   
  DeBusk, Robert F. 2017-07-03-2017-09-14  

Creator: DeBusk, Robert F., MD
Creator: Mancini, Nancy
Creator: Marine-Street, Natalie Jean
Abstract: In this interview, Robert F. DeBusk, MD, shares memories of his friend John W.
Gardner and reflects on Gardner's legacy.

   
  Ehrlich, Thomas 2017-05-03  

Creator: Ehrlich, Thomas
Creator: Mancini, Nancy
Abstract: Thomas Ehrlich discusses his career and his friendship with John W. Gardner.
Ehrlich expresses his appreciation for Gardner's mentorship style, which focused on
offering encouragement instead of dictating advice.

   
  Fox, Sean 2017-09-13  

Creator: Fox, Sean
Creator: Feder, Abby
Abstract: Sean Fox, co-president of Freedom Financial and a former John Gardner Public
Service Fellow, discusses growing up in rural Washington, studying as an undergraduate
at Stanford University, being mentored by John W. Gardner, and his career in law,
business, and policy.

   
  Freedman, Marc 2019-07-12  

Creator: Freedman, Marc
Creator: Schmidt-Posner, Jackie
Abstract: Marc Freedman is the president, CEO, and founder of Encore.org, an
organization that seeks to foster intergenerational collaboration and solutions to social
problems. He recalls the origins of the Experience Corps, highlighting John W. Gardner's
early thinking about mobilizing the skills of senior citizens for social good and the role
Gardner played in launching the program. Throughout the interview, he shares memories
and impressions of Gardner while reflecting on his legacy and its continuing relevance.
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  Gaither, James C. 2019-01-29  
Creator: Gaither, James C.
Creator: Marine-Street, Natalie Jean
Abstract: James C. Gaither shares memories of his interactions with John W. Gardner
during the Lyndon B. Johnson administration when Gardner was the Secretary of Health,
Education, and Welfare and Gaither worked in Joe Califano's office on the legislative
agenda. He also offers thoughts on the work of Wilbur Cohen, Gardner's deputy. Gaither
recalls his father's collaboration with Gardner during the McCarthy hearings when the two
men worked to defend foundations accused of harboring communists and speaks about
the time that he and Gardner overlapped on Stanford's Board of Trustees.

   
  Geballe, Frances "Sissy" 2017-04-05 

Creator: Geballe, Frances "Sissy"
Creator: Mancini, Nancy
Abstract: Frances "Sissy" Geballe, a longtime supporter of the Haas Center for Public
Service, shares memories of John W. Gardner and public service at Stanford.

   
  Gerstein, Amy 2018-12-10  

Creator: Gerstein, Amy
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Amy Gerstein, executive director of the John W. Gardner Center for Youth and
Their Communities at Stanford's Graduate School of Education, speaks about the role the
center plays in the Bay Area community and how it tries to carry on Gardner's legacy.
Gerstein also shares information about her own background: growing up in a community
where civic engagement was the norm, her path into education via Ted Sizer and the
Essential Schools movement, and the circumstances that led her to attend graduate
school in education at Stanford and become involved with the Gardner Center.

   
  Gregg, Robert C. 2018-07-25  

Creator: Gregg, Robert C.
Creator: Prabhu, Anirudh
Abstract: Robert C. "Bob" Gregg, former dean for religious life at Stanford University,
discusses his friendship with John W. Gardner and their participation in a lunch discussion
group known as the "lunch bunch." Members of the group also included Melvin Lane,
Arjay Miller, Roger Heyns, Walter Hewlett, and Herant Katchadourian.

   
  Haas, Mimi 2018-04-30  

Creator: Haas, Miriam Lurie "Mimi"
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Mimi Haas describes her parents' experience as refugees from Yugoslavia and
shares memories of her youth in the Washington, DC, area. She recalls hearing about
John W. Gardner and Common Cause during her adolescence and how she later became
friends with Gardner and his wife, Aida, after marrying the late Peter E. Haas and joining
the Bay Area social scene.
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  Hanson, Kirk O. 2018-10-14  
Creator: Hanson, Kirk O.
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Kirk Hanson shares memories of his time at Stanford, his career studying
business ethics and responsibility, and his relationship with John W. Gardner. Hanson
describes his family's roots in San Francisco and how his religious upbringing led to an
interest in ethics. He recalls his undergraduate years at Stanford in the 1960s and
working for Hewlett Packard during the summer, as well as returning to Stanford's
Graduate School of Business as a student and later lecturer and senior lecturer. Hanson
became aware of Gardner through his writings and reputation, and the two men
developed a friendship when they were office neighbors in the GSB's Littlefield
Management Center. Hanson discusses Gardner's legacy, his belief in the power of
collective institutions, and his place in Silicon Valley history.

   
  Hastorf, Barbara 2017-09-01-2017-09-12  

Creator: Hastorf, Barbara
Creator: Feder, Abby
Abstract: Barbara Hastorf discusses growing up in New York and New Jersey, taking a
class with John W. Gardner while she was a student at Mount Holyoke College, and
reconnecting with him when she moved with her family to Palo Alto.

   
  Joss, Robert L. 2019-10-28  

Creator: Joss, Robert Law
Creator: Mancini, Nancy
Abstract: Robert Joss, former dean of Stanford's Graduate School of Business, shares
memories of John W. Gardner and reflects on Gardner's abilities as a writer, teacher, and
leader. Joss describes first meeting Gardner when Joss served as a White House Fellow in
the late 1960s and recalls later renewing their relationship when Joss came to the GSB as
dean and Gardner was teaching at Stanford's Graduate School of Education. He
remembers how Gardner encouraged him to begin teaching a leadership course at the
GSB and talks about Gardner's continuing relevance and legacy today.

   
  Kennedy, Robin 2017-06-10  

Creator: Kennedy, Robin Hamill.
Creator: Mancini, Nancy
Abstract: Robin Kennedy was raised in the San Fernando Valley and came to Northern
California as a college freshman. She graduated from Stanford University with a BA in
political science, and went on to earn a master's degree in political science from the
University of California, Berkeley, and a JD from Stanford Law School. Kennedy met John
Gardner in Washington, DC, when she was a student taking part in the Stanford in
Government program, and their paths intersected at numerous points throughout their
careers.

   
  Kilberg, Bobbie & Bill 2019-09-21  

Creator: Kilberg, Barbara G. (Barbara Greene), 1944-
Creator: Kilberg, William J.
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Bobbie Greene Kilberg and Bill Kilberg describe their education, their selection
as members of the White House Fellows Class of 1969-1970, and their fellowships in the
White House and the Labor Department. They share memories of the relationship they
formed with John W. Gardner as a result of the fellowship, reflect on Gardner's philosophy
and his legacy, and speak about their involvement with the White House Fellows over the
years. Bobbie Kilberg also speaks briefly about her time on the board of Common Cause.
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  Kirst, Michael W. 2018-05-03  
Creator: Kirst, Michael W.
Creator: Mancini, Nancy
Abstract: Michael W. "Mike" Kirst, president of the California State Board of Education
and an emeritus professor of education at Stanford University, discusses his early career
in government, teaching education at Stanford University, and his personal and
professional relationship with John W. Gardner.

   
  Kirst, Wendy 2018-10-10  

Creator: Kirst, Wendy
Creator: Mancini, Nancy
Abstract: Wendy Kirst shares memories of the times that she and John W. Gardner
crossed paths during his lifetime. She begins by describing her youth in Chicago, her
college education at Smith, and her time in secretarial school. Kirst then recalls how she
was hired to work as "secretary number two" for Gardner when he was at the Urban
Coalition and describes following him to Common Cause. Years later, Kirst reconnected
with Gardner when he moved back to Stanford and into a house near the Kirsts. She
shares details of hosting Gardner's 80th birthday party and memories of Gardner and his
wife, Aida.

   
  Kouzes, Jim 2018-07-31  

Creator: Kouzes, James M., 1945-
Creator: Prabhu, Anirudh
Abstract: James M. "Jim" Kouzes discusses his early life and career, his work in the field
of leadership studies, his interactions with John W. Gardner, and how Gardner influenced
his work.

   
  Lambert, Jane Lynch 2017-09-27  

Creator: Lambert, Janet Lynch
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Janet Lynch Lambert discusses her experience as a member of the first class
of John W. Gardner Fellows in 1985 and provides details about her background and her
career in the public and private sector.

   
  Lane, Joan Fletcher 2017-07-10  

Creator: Lane, Joan Fletcher
Creator: Schofield, Susan W.
Abstract: Joan Lane offers her impressions of John Gardner and comments on Gardner's
friendship with her late husband, Melvin B. Lane. According to Lane, Gardner and Mel
Lane were both members of the Bohemian Club and spent time together at the
Sempervirens camp at the Bohemian Grove every summer. When Gardner decided to
retire from the Bohemian Club, Mel Lane set up the "lunch bunch" so that Gardner and a
small group of friends could meet for lunch once a month and not lose contact. Reflecting
on Gardner's impact on her husband, Lane remarks that Gardner set high standards and
encouraged him to go beyond the bounds of his work at Lane Publishing and become
engaged with community affairs. Lane credits Gardner, as a Stanford trustee, with a deep
understanding of the anger and alienation students were feeling in the 1960s, and in
response instigating the move of trustee meetings to the campus from more remote San
Francisco, and devising the system by which alumni trustees were brought onto the
board to increase youth and diversity. She also expresses admiration for Gardner's wife,
Aida, and his daughter Francesca (Checka), and speaks briefly about her own service as a
member of the board of the John Gardner Center for Youth and Their Families. A great
personal admirer of John Gardner and his writings, Lane closes by suggesting she may go
back and read his books again.
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  LeCuyer, Jack 2019-04-05  
Creator: LeCuyer, Jack A.
Creator: Mancini, Nancy
Abstract: Jack LeCuyer describes how the White House Fellows Foundation and
Association has changed over the years and his work as executive director from 1996 to
1999 and provides his impressions of John W. Gardner as a leader. Of special note is
LeCuyer's description of an important 1999 meeting at which Gardner urged him to
ensure the fellows worked to develop a community of mutual support and mentorship.
Other topics include LeCuyer's description of his youth in Greeley, Colorado; his
education at Tufts University and West Point, his military service, and his participation in
the Olmstead Scholarship Program, including time spent in Florence, Italy.

   
  McLaughlin, Milbrey W. 2017-02-21-2017-03-28  

Creator: McLaughlin, Milbrey Wallin
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Milbrey McLaughlin, the David Jack Professor Emeritus of Education and Public
Policy, shares her memories of working with John W. Gardner and describes aspects of
her career in the field of education policy, including the founding of the John W. Gardner
Center for Youth and Their Communities.

   
  Meléndez, Sara 2018-04-19  

Creator: Meléndez, Sara
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Sara Meléndez, president and CEO of Independent Sector from 1994 to 2002,
reflects on her career in public service and her time at Independent Sector. Meléndez
begins the interview by discussing her early years in Puerto Rico and her family's
immigration to New York. She recalls the difficulty of transitioning from a rural part of
Puerto Rico to urban New York City, her family's struggles to establish themselves, and
the sacrifices they made. She also fondly recalls her early love of education, learning, and
libraries. Following her mother's death in her last weeks of high school, Meléndez
attended Brooklyn College, where she earned a degree in English. After a brief marriage
and return to Puerto Rico, she describes working as a secretary in New York to support
her young son. She eventually transitioned to teaching as part of a bilingual program in
Brooklyn. She describes her decision to continue her education at Harvard as part of a
Ford Foundation fellowship for minorities and how Harvard opened doors for her. She
goes on to describe her post-Harvard career in the Office of Minority Concerns at the
American Council on Education with Reginald Wilson, as vice provost at University of
Bridgeport, as CEO of the Center for Applied Linguistics, and finally as the CEO of
Independent Sector. In the latter part of the interview, Meléndez describes meeting John
W. Gardner and fondly recalls the working partnership of Gardner and Brian O'Connell.
She describes how she viewed the important work of Independent Sector and recalls
Independent Sector's interactions with various politicians at the time. She concludes the
interview by sharing memories of John Gardner and the planning of his memorial
services.

   
  Miller, Arjay 2017-03-28  

Creator: Miller, Arjay.
Creator: Mancini, Nancy
Abstract: Rawley John "Arjay" Miller, Jr., who was the president of the Ford Motor
Company and later served as the dean of the Stanford Graduate School of Business,
discusses his early life in Nebraska, studying economics at UCLA, his career at Ford and
at Stanford, and his close friendship with John W. Gardner.

   



Oral histories 2017-2020

Guide to the John W. Gardner
Legacy Oral History Project
SC1355

SC1355 9

  Milton, Catherine 2017-04-11-2017-06-29  
Creator: Milton, Catherine H.
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Catherine Milton shares memories of her youth on the East Coast and her
college years at Mount Holyoke. Milton describes how John F. Kennedy's "Ask not what
your country can do for you--ask what you can do for your country" speech inspired her
to become involved in public service and policy. Milton describes the trajectory of her
early career, which eventually led her to Washington, DC, and meeting future Stanford
president, Donald Kennedy. Milton recalls the lack of attention to public policy and public
service at Stanford upon her arrival and tells the story of the founding of the Public
Service Center, later the Haas Center for Public Service. She remembers meeting John W.
Garner for the first time and speaks about his mentorship both during her years at
Stanford and later when she returned to Washington, DC. Milton describes the founding
of the John Gardner Fellowship Program at Stanford and Berkeley.

   
  Moguel, David 2017-12-19  

Creator: Moguel, David L., 1965-
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: David L. Moguel, professor of secondary education at California State
University, Northridge, and co-president of the John Gardner Fellowship Association,
discusses growing up with immigrant parents in Los Angeles, studying as an
undergraduate student at Stanford, and working in the San Francisco Unified School
District as a John Gardner Public Service Fellow. He also discusses the trajectory of his
career, including attending the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard, pursuing a
presidential management fellowship in Washington, teaching in South-Central LA, getting
his PhD at UCLA, and working on reforming teacher preparation.
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  Needle, Lorne 2017-08-30  
Creator: Needle, Lorne
Creator: Feder, Abby
Abstract: Lorne Needle, a John Gardner Fellow in 1987, shares his memories of a career
in public service and the mentorship John W. Gardner provided. Needle begins by
describing his early years in Los Angeles and a subsequent move to Connecticut for his
father's job at IBM. He recalls his decision to return to California for college and how he
chose Stanford. Needle recalls first becoming engaged in his high school community and
how thankful he was to attend Stanford with support from a scholarship from IBM. While
initially unsure about what to major in, Needle eventually decided to major in public
policy. While an undergraduate student, Needle became involved with the Public Service
Center, now the Haas Center for Public Service. Through the Public Service Center, he
spent much of his undergraduate career launching and working with the East Palo Alto
Stanford Academy [EPASA]. Needle recalls his initial reluctance at working with children,
but how he eventually fell in love with it and was grateful for the support of the Public
Service Center. Needle also shares memories of some of the people active at the Public
Service Center in its early years, including Catherine Milton. Needle describes his awe at
meeting John W. Gardner for the first time at an event held by the Center. Later, with
Milton's encouragement, Needle decided to apply for the John Gardner Fellowship
Program. Needle goes on to describe his fellowship year at Public/Private Ventures
working to build youth programs in Philadelphia. He recalls his initial boredom and fear in
the position before finding his footing and, as Needle describes it, "learning leadership."
He went on to work for the South Baltimore Youth Center and the Maryland Low Income
Housing Coalition. Needle recalls visiting Gardner in Washington, DC, during these years
to seek Gardner's advice. Despite Gardner's fear of losing him to Wall Street and the
business world, Needle returned to Stanford to attend the Graduate School of Business.
Needle recalls his relationship with Gardner, who had moved back to California, during
these years and the mentorship he provided. He describes how important it was to him to
use his business school education to help people and benefit the community. Needle
goes on to speak about the early planning of the John W. Gardner Center for Youth and
Their Communities and his personal involvement as a consultant for the center. He
describes his continued involvement with the Haas Center, EPASA, and the John Gardner
Fellowship. He concludes the interview with thoughts on Gardner's character and the
importance of his legacy.

   
  Noor, Waseem 2018-03-09  

Creator: Noor, Waseem
Creator: Mancini, Nancy
Abstract: Waseem Noor, executive director of Russell Reynolds Associates, a former
John Gardner Public Service Fellow, and former president of the John Gardner Fellowship
Association (JGFA), discusses being mentored by John W. Gardner and the important
lessons he learned from Gardner's speeches and writings. Noor recalls his involvement
with the Haas Center for Public Service as an undergraduate, where he developed his
passion for public service. He recounts meeting John W. Gardner for the first time at a
Haas Center event and being struck by Gardner's lack of superficiality. Noor discusses the
power of Gardner's famous 1991 commencement address on renewal and leadership. He
also talks about getting to know Gardner more closely through the Gardner Fellowship,
noting the power of Gardner's understated mentoring approach. He explains how the
desire to create a network to bring together both past and current fellows led to the
creation of the John Gardner Fellowship Association. Noor finishes by reflecting on
Gardner's impressive commitment to his family, his lessons on leadership, and the
wonderful example that his life was.
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  Osberg, Sally 2018-09-20  
Creator: Osberg, Sally R.
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Sally Osberg, the founding executive director of the Children's Discovery
Museum of San Jose and the president and CEO of the Skoll Foundation from 2001 to
2018, shares her perspectives on John W. Gardner and his influence on a younger
generation of Silicon Valley entrepreneurs. Osberg describes her upbringing on the East
Coast, her move to California, and the development of the Children's Discovery Museum
of San Jose. She recalls meeting John W. Gardner through the American Leadership Forum
and introducing him to Jeff Skoll. She offers details on Skoll's philanthropic activities and
the concept of social entrepreneurship, reflects on how Gardner influenced Skoll and
others, and speaks about Gardner's personality and lasting legacy.

   
  Pham, Kien 2019-07-03  

Creator: Pham, Kien
Creator: Mancini, Nancy
Abstract: Kien Pham, the president and co-founder of the Vietnam Foundation and vice
chairman of the VietnamNet Media Group, reflects on the impact John W. Gardner and the
community of White House Fellows have had on his life. Pham recalls immigrating to
Colorado from Vietnam in 1977, his path to Stanford's Graduate School of Business, and
his selection as a White House Fellow in the class of 1985-1986. He provides examples of
meaningful connections with other White House Fellows, including his work at Tenneco
with Michael Walsh and Dana Mead. He concludes by describing Gardner's wisdom and
sharing memories from a White House Fellows trip to Vietnam.

   
  Reese, Jennifer 2019-09-24  

Creator: Reese, Jennifer
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Jennifer Reese shares memories of her grandparents John W . Gardner and
Aida Marroquin Gardner. She describes spending summers at her grandparents' home in
Chevy Chase, Maryland, and shares what she knows of the family history, including
impressions of John Gardner's mother, Marie Burns. Reese reflects on her relationship
with each of her grandparents, offering anecdotes and recollections that speak to the
private aspects of their lives. She also recalls her time at Stanford and her writing career.

   
  Reese, Justine 2019-03-18 

Creator: Reese, Justine
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Justine Reese shares memories of her grandparents John W. Gardner and Aida
Marroquin Gardner. Reese describes spending summers at her grandparent's home in
Chevy Chase, Maryland, and offers impressions of her grandparents and her mother,
Francesca Gardner. She describes her grandfather's willingness to share his network
connections with her and her awareness of his high profile status and accomplishments
and his many mentees. She also reflects on his legacy.

   
  Rockefeller, Sharon Percy 2017-09-28  

Creator: Rockefeller, Sharon Percy, 1944-
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Sharon Percy Rockefeller is the longtime president and CEO of WETA,
Washington DC's flagship PBS station. Married to retired Senator John D. "Jay" Rockefeller
IV (D-WVA), she was also the First Lady of West Virginia when her husband served as
governor in the early years of their marriage. Her friendship with John Gardner goes back
many years. Gardner knew her father, Senator Charles "Chuck" Percy, (R-Illinois), and
was friends with her father-in-law, John D. Rockefeller III. She attended Stanford,
graduating in 1966 with a double major in French literature and political science.
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  Shulman, Lee S. 2018-12-06  

Creator: Shulman, Lee S.
Creator: Schmidt-Posner, Jackie
Abstract: Lee Shulman, president of The Carnegie Foundation from 1997 to 2008 and a
professor emeritus at Stanford's Graduate School of Education, describes his "close and
episodic" relationship with John W. Gardner. He recalls how they came to know one
another when Shulman was conceptualizing a national board for teaching and Gardner
was a member of the Carnegie Commission on the Future of the Teaching Profession. He
recalls advice Gardner gave him when he was considering the opportunity to assume the
Carnegie presidency, reflects on Gardner's moral sensibility and writing style, and tells
the story of how an in-depth conversation with Gardner on a flight from Washington, DC,
led Gardner to present him with a cartoon drawn by James Thurber that was once owned
by both William Benton and Robert Maynard Hutchins. Shulman also provides information
on his own and his work in education and education policy and the path that led him to
Stanford.

   
  Sidebottom, Peter 2019-09-25-2019-11-22  

Creator: Sidebottom, Peter J.
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Peter Sidebottom, a member of the first class of John Gardner Fellows in
1985-1986, describes his fellowship year with Mayor Henry Cisneros in San Antonio,
Texas, and reflects on the impact Gardner, Cisneros, and the fellowship had on his life
and career. He also shares memories of Gardner and his approach to mentoring and
discusses the formation of the John Gardner Fellowship Association. Sidebottom begins by
describing his path from Bishop, California, to Stanford and the origins of his interest in
public policy. He recalls his involvement with the Haas Center for Public Service and the
connections he made with University President Donald Kennedy and Catherine Milton. He
recalls the process of applying for the newly-formed John Gardner Fellowship and how his
assignment came about, and describes his active role in Mayor Cisneros's small office
with major responsibilities that included coordinating the delivery of relief supplies after a
major earthquake in Mexico City. He recalls how he came to know John W. Gardner and
describes Gardner's effective co- mentoring approach and some of his memorable advice.
He also discusses his role in facilitating Rick Stamberger's documentary about Gardner,
shares memories of Aida Gardner and the formation of the John Gardner Fellowship
Association, and reflects on Gardner's legacy.

   
  Sievers, Bruce 2017-05-23  

Creator: Sievers, Bruce R.
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Bruce Sievers, a senior leader in the public humanities and a Visiting Scholar
at the Haas Center for Public Service and the Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society at
Stanford, provides details about his career in the humanities councils of Montana and
California and recounts key moments in John W. Gardner's engagement with Stanford and
the Bay Area philanthropic community in the 1980s and 1990s.

   
  Smith, Marshall 2017-12-07  

Creator: Sievers, Bruce R.
Creator: Schmidt-Posner, Jackie
Abstract: Marshall S. "Mike" Smith, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching, discusses his career path after graduating from Harvard
University, talks John Gardner's return to Stanford University, and reflects on Gardner's
legacy.

   



Oral histories 2017-2020

Guide to the John W. Gardner
Legacy Oral History Project
SC1355

SC1355 13

  Somerville, Bill 2017-06-08  
Creator: Somerville, Bill, 1932-
Creator: Schmidt-Posner, Jackie
Abstract: Bill Somerville, founder of the Philanthropic Ventures Foundation, discusses his
early life in Berkeley, his long and productive career in philanthropy, and serving with
John W. Gardner on the National Advisory Board of the Haas Center for Public Service at
Stanford University.

   
  Srinivasan, Srija 2017-08-01  

Creator: Srinivasan, Srija
Creator: Feder, Abby
Abstract: Srija Srinivasan, deputy chief of the San Mateo County Health system,
discusses studying at Stanford University, her time as a John Gardner Public Service
Fellow, her career in health policy, and being mentored by John W. Gardner.

   
  Stamberger, Rick 2017-09-22  

Creator: Stamberger, Rick
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Rick Stamberger, president and CEO of SmartBrief, Inc. and a former White
House fellow, discusses his early involvement with politics, entering the business world,
and his work on the documentary on John W. Gardner titled John Gardner: Uncommon
American.

   
  Stanton, Tim 2018-08-14  

Creator: Stanton, Timothy K.
Creator: Schmidt-Posner, Jackie
Abstract: Tim Stanton, Associate Director and Director of the Haas Center for Public
Service at Stanford from 1985 to 1999, shares his memories of John W. Gardner and the
importance of service learning in higher education.

   
  Steyer, Elizabeth 2017-10-27  

Creator: Steyer, Elizabeth Butler
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Elizabeth Butler Steyer, executive director of the Athletic Scholars
Advancement Program (ASAP) and a former John Gardner Public Service Fellow, discusses
developing an interest for public service as an undergraduate at Stanford University, her
career in law as a child advocate, and John W. Gardner's mentorship.

   
  Stroud, Susan 2018-04-18  

Creator: Stroud, Susan
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Susan Stroud, a national leader in public service and education, discusses her
early life, her long and productive career, and her interactions with John W. Gardner
during the creation of Campus Compact, for which she served as the founding executive
director.
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  Trimble, John Gardner 2018-07-16-2018-08-13  
Creator: Trimble, John Gardner
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: John Gardner Trimble shares memories of his grandparents John W. Gardner
and Aida Gardner. Along with his mother and younger brother, Trimble lived with his
grandparents during the 1970s in Chevy Chase, Maryland. He relates anecdotes from
both that time and when the family later relocated to California, recalling his
grandfather's work ethic, his more playful side, and his presence as a public figure. He
also shares what he knows about his extended family's history, offers thoughts on his
grandfather's life and legacy, and provides information about his own education and
career.

   
  Trimble, William 2018-12-23  

Creator: Trimble, William
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Billy Trimble, John W. Gardner's grandson, shares memories of his grandfather.
Along with his mother and older brother, Trimble lived with John and Aida Gardner during
the 1970s in Chevy Chase, Maryland. Trimble recalls his grandparents entertaining
members of Washington society, his grandfather's work ethic, and the more playful side
of Gardner, who fulfilled a sort of father figure role in the boys' lives.

   
  Vargas, Carole Bialek 2019-06-22  

Creator: Vargas, Carole Bialek
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Carole Vargas shares memories about her early life and education, her year as
a John Gardner Fellow at Independent Sector and advice she received from Gardner
during that time, and her career in public service. Vargas describes her early exposure to
public service and politics while growing up in Carmel, California, and describes some of
the challenges she faced as an undergraduate at UC Berkeley. She recalls how she came
to be a member of the first class of Gardner Fellows in 1985-1986 and her placement at
Independent Sector. She talks about the opportunities the fellowship offered and tells
stories that illustrate some of the difficulties fellows encountered during the program's
early years, including slim financial resources and a lack of support for finding housing.
She reflects on how her Independent Sector mentor, Sandra Gray, taught her how to
recover from mistakes--a lesson she has taken with her throughout her career. She
concludes by reflecting on some of the opportunities and challenges facing the John
Gardner Fellowship Association.

   
  Wertheimer, Fred 2018-04-17  

Creator: Wertheimer, Fred
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Fred Wertheimer, president and CEO of Democracy 21, discusses his early life,
his long career as an advocate for transparency in government, and his personal and
professional relationship with John W. Gardner.
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  Wirth, Timothy E. 2019-10-04  
Creator: Wirth, Timothy E.
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Former United States Senator Timothy Wirth shares memories of John W.
Gardner, describes his experience as a member of the White House Fellows Class of
1967-1968, and recalls moments from his career in public service and politics. Wirth
recalls how his time at Stanford's Graduate School of Education led him to apply to the
White House Fellows program, where he was assigned to work with Gardner in the
Department of Health, Education and Welfare (HEW). Wirth shares memories from his
fellowship year, his time at HEW, and life in the late 1960s in Washington, DC. He also
describes his later involvement with the White House Fellows Association and reflects on
the future of the program and Gardner's legacy.

   
  Yeung, Linda 2018-04-14  

Creator: Yeung, Linda
Creator: Wyman, Lyn
Abstract: Linda Yeung, a John Gardner Fellow from UC Berkeley in 1988-89, shares
memories of John Gardner and of the community built by the fellows since his passing.

   
  Yothers, Cynthia Hahn 2018-04-25  

Creator: Yothers, Cynthia Hahn
Creator: Abel, Suzanne
Abstract: Cynthia Hahn Yothers, who worked as executive assistant to John W. Gardner
for twenty years, discusses her early life, her career, and her personal and professional
relationship with John Gardner.
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