
http://oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/c88g8t17
Online items available

Guide to the Watsonville is in the
Heart oral history interviews
MS.389

MS.389 1

Guide to the Watsonville is in the Heart oral history interviews MS.389

Christina Ayson Plank, Alix Norton
University of California, Santa Cruz
2021
1156 High Street
Santa Cruz 95064
speccoll@library.ucsc.edu
URL: http://guides.library.ucsc.edu/speccoll

http://oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/c88g8t17
http://oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/c88g8t17
http://guides.library.ucsc.edu/speccoll


Guide to the Watsonville is in the
Heart oral history interviews
MS.389

MS.389 2

Contributing Institution: University of California, Santa Cruz
Title: Watsonville is in the Heart oral history interviews
source: Ayson Plank, Christina (Christina Marie)
Identifier/Call Number: MS.389
Physical Description: 5.95 GB18 digital audio files
Date (inclusive): 2021 May - 2022 February
Abstract: This collection contains oral history interviews collected by the Watsonville is in the Heart (WIITH) research team
that chronicle the lives of the descendants of the manong (older brother) generation of Filipino agricultural workers who
settled in the Pajaro Valley of Central California in the early twentieth century.
Language of Material: English .

https://soundcloud.com/ucsclibrary/sets/watsonville-is-in-the-heart
Conditions Governing Access
Collection open for research. Digital files are available in the UCSC Special Collections and Archives reading room. Some
files may require reformatting before they can be accessed. Technical limitations may hinder the Library's ability to provide
access to some digital files. Access to digital files on original carriers is prohibited; users must request to view access
copies. Contact Special Collections and Archives in advance to request access to digital files.
Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of the Watsonville is in the Heart project team, 2021, 2022.
Arrangement
This collection is arranged in seven series, with each of the first six series containing interviews from one family:

Series 1: DeOcampo Family Interviews
Series 2: Sulay Family Interviews
Series 3: Alminiana Family Interviews
Series 4: Recio Family Interviews
Series 5: Ibao and de los Reyes Family Interviews
Series 6: Florendo Family Interviews
Series 7: Accession 2022.021 Addition to Watsonville is in the Heart oral history interviews

Materials within each series are arranged chronologically by date created.
Historical Note
Founded in 2020, Watsonville is in the Heart (WIITH) is a community-driven public history initiative to preserve and uplift
stories of Filipino migration and labor in the city of Watsonville and greater Pajaro Valley of Central California. The initiative
seeks to create a new archive documenting the plight, struggles, vitality, and resilience of the manong (older brother)
generation of Filipino migrants who first settled in the Pajaro Valley in the early twentieth century. The project is
spearheaded by Dioscoro "Roy" Respino Recio, Jr. (b. April 19, 1968), the founder of the Watsonville community
organization, The Tobera Project, in partnership with the University of California, Santa Cruz (UCSC). The project team is
composed of UCSC professors Dr. Kathleen "Kat" Cruz Gutierrez and Dr. Steven McKay; UCSC graduate and undergraduate
students Christina Ayson Plank, Meleia Simon-Reynolds, Nicholas Nasser, and Toby Baylon; and community members
Amanda Gamban and Olivia Sawi.
Recio, born on April 19, 1968 in Watsonville, California, founded The Tobera Project in 2019 after the death of his mother, 
Sally Ann Dalisay Recio on March 11, 2018. Her passing prompted Recio to collect and share stories of the earliest Filipino 
immigrants from the perspective of their descendants. The organization is named in honor of Fermin Tobera, a Filipino 
American who was murdered during the Watsonville Riots of 1930, when a white mob terrorized the Watsonville Filipino 
community for five days. In October 2019, Recio held the inaugural event of The Tobera Project at the Freedom branch of 
the Watsonville Public Library. He invited members of the local Filipino community to bring photographs, documents, and 
artifacts related to their family histories for inclusion in an exhibition at the library titled "Watsonville is in the Heart" that 
opened on April 1, 2020. It was during the exhibition opening that Recio met Dr. McKay, a UC Santa Cruz associate 
professor of sociology, who shared his vision for a large public archive of Filipino history housed locally. Those 
conversations grew into a partnership with the university that was officially announced in April 2021. The partnership is 
named after the novel America is the Heart by Filipino American immigrant poet and writer, Carlos Bulosan. The Pajaro 
Valley has functioned as the agricultural driver of Santa Cruz County since the nineteenth century. Today, it is the fifthmost 
agriculturally productive region in the state. Filipino migrant laborers in particular mostly came to the region at the
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beginning of the twentieth century. Known as the manong generation of migrant workers, thousands of primarily young and
single Filipino men traveled to the central coast of California to develop its landscape. In Santa Cruz County, they were
recruited into low-wage farm jobs. Their employment entailed picking and sorting crops such as strawberries, cucumbers,
lettuce, and beans; hauling irrigation pipes; and tilling acres of land. They often worked eleven hour days, six days a week,
with very little compensation. These workers traveled along California's central coast, following seasonal crops in search of
employment opportunities.
At the time Filipino Americans faced many exclusionary and racist policies that attempted to prohibit Filipino Americans
from raising families in California. Women and children were barred from making the journey from the Philippines because
labor recruiters favored single men and anti-miscegenation laws made it largely illegal for Filipino men to marry white
women. In addition, manongs faced constant threats from racial violence. Despite these exclusionary laws and racist acts,
manongs in the Pajaro Valley created a sense of home and built families. Many manongs joined the First Filipino Infantry
and fought in the Philippines during World War II. They later used their GI Bills to purchase land and start businesses. They
also courted women in the Philippines who traveled to the U.S. after immigration laws eased after World War II. Others were
involved in mixed-race relationships with white and Mexican American women despite anti-miscegenation laws. As a result,
a prosperous and vital Filipino community was bred and nurtured in Watsonville and the greater Pajaro Valley. Members of
the Filipino community created and participated in important community organizations including the Caballeros de
Dimas-Alang, Filipino Community Organization, Filipino Women's Club of Watsonville, Filipino Catholic Association, and
Filipino Visayans. As a result of their agricultural and cultural activities, the Filipino community in the Pajaro Valley has
made a lasting impact on the vitality of Santa Cruz County and the California Bay Area.
Preferred Citation
Watsonville is in the Heart oral history interviews. MS389. Special Collections and Archives, University Library, University of
California, Santa Cruz.
Processing Information
This collection was processed by Christina Ayson Plank in the Center for Archival Research of Training (CART) with
assistance from Alix Norton in the Summer of 2021. Descriptions of digital files were created during processing and offer a
summary of each interview. The interviews in the collection were originally recorded to digital audio and video files, with
some being conducted in person and some conducted via the Zoom video conferencing software. The original digital files
were received from the Watsonville is in the Heart project team via Google Drive. Files were not reformatted, and file
names are original to the creators. Formats represented are mp3, m4a, mp4, and wav. Series 7 is partially processed.
Scope and Contents
This collection contains oral history interviews collected by the Watsonville is in the Heart (WIITH) research team that
chronicle the lives of the descendants of the manong (older brother) generation of Filipino agricultural workers who settled
in the Pajaro Valley of Central California in the early twentieth century. The collection includes interviews conducted by
University of California, Santa Cruz (UCSC) professors Dr. Kathleen "Kat" Cruz Gutierrez and Dr. Steven McKay; UCSC
graduate and undergraduate students Christina Ayson Plank, Meleia Simon-Reynolds, Nicholas Nasser, and Toby Baylon;
and community members Dioscoro "Roy" Respino Recio, Jr., Amanda Gamban, and Olivia Sawi. The interviews are
organized by family and include conversations with the Deocampos (Veronica Hernandez, Antoinette
Deocampo-Lechtenberg, and Paul Phillip Deocampo), Sulays (Juanita Sulay Wilson and Mariano "Mario" Sulay), Alminianas
(Eva Alminiana Monroe), Recios (Dioscoro "Roy" Respino Recio, Jr.), Irao-de los Reyes and Ibaos (Joanne de los
Reyes-Hilario), Florendos (Mary Grace Florendo Perry), Tuzons (Modesto Orlando Tuzon and Rita Louise Tuzon), Nabors
(Albert "Bert" Thomas Nabor), and Fallorinas (Daniel "Dan" Kerubin Fallorina). These interviews cover family immigration
histories to the Pajaro Valley in the 1920s-1930s; their memories of the manongs; stories they heard about working in the
agricultural fields and canneries; labor organizing and strikes, including United Farm Workers strikes in the 1970s; race
relations in Watsonville, California, including the Watsonville Race Riots in January 1930; growing up in the Pajaro Valley
from the 1940s-1990s; mixed-race experiences; their involvement in community organizations including the Caballeros de
Dimas-Alang, Filipino Community Organization, Filipino Women's Club of Watsonville, Filipino Catholic Association, and
Filipino Visayans Association of America; popular leisure activities including community barbeques and parties, picnics,
fishing, cockfighting, gardening, and travel; and their experience with creating a community archive. Interviews took place
in person and using Zoom video conferencing software from May 2021 to February 2022.
Conditions Governing Use
Property rights for this collection reside with the University of California. Literary rights, including copyright, are retained by
the creators and their heirs. The publication or use of any work protected by copyright beyond that allowed by fair use for
research or educational purposes requires written permission from the copyright owner. Responsibility for obtaining
permissions, and for any use rests exclusively with the user.
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Subjects and Indexing Terms
Farmers -- California -- Santa Cruz County
Pajaro River Valley (Calif.)
Migrant agricultural laborers -- California
Migrant labor -- California
Interviews
Filipino Americans
Ayson Plank, Christina (Christina Marie)

  DeOcampo Family Interviews 2021 April-May
Biographical / Historical
Paul "Skippy" Tabalan DeOcampo was born in Santo Domingo, Ilocos Sur, Philippines on
August 17, 1909 or 1910. The exact date of his birth is unknown. DeOcampo immigrated to
the United States in 1928 following his brother Leon Tabalan DeOcampo who had
immigrated there in 1927. DeOcampo settled in the Pajaro Valley working as a farmer at the
Lazo-Rosser Ranch, which was owned by his cousins Leon Lazo and Cipriano Lazo and
Cipriano's wife, May Rosser. He also worked as the head foreman at the J.J. Crocetti Ranch
for fifty years where he managed their apple orchards. He later met his wife, Gloria Molina,
at the J.J. Crocetti Ranch where they both worked. In addition, DeOcampo worked at the
Resetar and Sheehy Ranches as their head foreman. On November 16, 1954, DeOcampo
married Gloria Molina who was born in San Antonio, Texas on February 18, 1932 or 1937.
The exact date of her birth is unknown. Margarita Molina and Ascenscion "Chon" Molina, her
parents, moved their family in 1945 from Texas to Michigan and then Washington State,
eventually settling in Watsonville, California in 1952 to escape harsh working conditions
while picking cotton in Texas. After years of saving money working in the agricultural sector,
DeOcampo and Gloria Molina purchased five acres of land in Aromas in 1960 and began their
own farm where they grew cucumbers for pickling. They have three children who were all
born in Watsonville and raised in Aromas: Veronica Marie Hernandez (b. 1958), Antoinette
Yvonne DeOcampo-Lechtenberg (b. 1960), and Paul Phillip DeOcampo (b. 1967). All three
children worked alongside their parents at the Crocetti Ranch until they pursued careers
outside of agriculture. Paul passed away in 1995 at the age of 86.

   
  Veronica Hernandez interviewed by Dioscoro "Roy" Respino Recio Jr. and Amanda

Gamban GambanandRecio_VeronicaHernandez_2021-5-5 2021 May 5
Scope and Contents
In this interview, originally recorded via Zoom, Veronica Hernandez speaks with Dioscoro
"Roy" Respino Recio, Jr. and Amanda Gamban who are members of the Watsonville is in
the Heart project team. Hernandez gives a broad overview of her family's immigration
history and experience living in the Pajaro Valley as agricultural workers. She discusses
her father's immigration from the Philippines to the United States in 1928 and her
mother's experience moving from Texas to California. Hernandez details memories of
working in agricultural fields with her parents. She also discusses her experience growing
up as mixed-race and her encounters with racism. Lastly, she discusses how working in
the fields inspired her to pursue a career as an ESL teacher and her employment after
leaving the fields in her 20s.
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  Paul Phillip DeOcampo interviewed by Dr. Kathleen "Kat" Cruz Gutierrez Part 1 of 3
Gutierrez_PaulDeOcampo_Part1_2021-6-3 2021 June 3

Scope and Contents
In the first part of this three part interview, Paul Phillip DeOcampo speaks with Dr.
Kathleen "Kat" Cruz Gutierrez, a member of the Watsonville is in the Heart project team.
DeOcampo briefly discusses his father and mother's migration history and their
relationship. He briefly recounts a trip he took back to the Philippines at the age of
eleven. Lastly, he details his experiences growing up in the small town of Aromas,
California, and the racial demographic of his school.

   
  Paul Phillip DeOcampo interviewed by Dr. Kathleen "Kat" Cruz Gutierrez Part 2 of 3

Gutierrez_PaulDeOcampo_Part2_2021-6-3 2021 June 3
Scope and Contents
In the second part of this three part interview, Paul Phillip DeOcampo speaks with Dr.
Kathleen "Kat" Cruz Gutierrez, a member of the Watsonville is in the Heart project team.
DeOcampo discusses his experience learning about the Watsonville Race Riots later in his
life. He also speculates why his parents and uncles hid their experience with racism and
intolerance. DeOcampo also recounts growing up with a large age difference between
him and his sisters, Antoinette DeOcampo-Lechtenberg and Veronica Hernandez, and
with aging parents.

   
  Paul Phillip DeOcampo interviewed by Dr. Kathleen "Kat" Cruz Gutierrez Part 3 of 3

Gutierrez_PaulDeOcampo_Part3_2021-6-3 2021 June 3
Scope and Contents
In the third part of this three part interview, Paul Phillip DeOcampo speaks with Dr.
Kathleen "Kat" Cruz Gutierrez, a member of the Watsonville is in the Heart project team.
DeOcampo discusses the value of oral history archives and the importance of the
Watsonville is the Heart project. He also discusses learning about Filipino involvement in
the United Farm Workers (UFW) riots of the 1960s and 1970s.

   
  Antoinette Yvonne DeOcampo Lechtenberg interviewed by Olivia Sawi

Sawi_AntoinetteDeOcampoLechtenberg_Part1_2021-5-8.mp3 2021 May 8
Scope and Contents
In this interview, Antoinette Yvonne DeOcampo Lechtenberg speaks with Olivia Sawi, a
member of the Watsonville is the Heart project team. Lechtenberg discusses her family
background and immigration from the Philippines and Texas to Watsonville and later
Aromas. She also discusses her experience growing up in a working-class, mixed-race
family. She remembers her father's difficulties navigating the 1965 Delano Grape Strike
as a foreman. Lechtenberg also talked about the effects of pesticides on her family's
health and her turn towards herbalism and holistic medicine. She details her relationship
with food as a product of her father's love for eating.
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  Sulay Family Interviews 2021 May-June
Biographical / Historical
Mamerto "Max" Sulay was born on the island of Luzon in the Philippines in 1907. Sulay
immigrated to Hawai'i in 1920 with his father-in-law and nephew-in-law from his first
marriage. In 1930, Sulay and his nephew left Hawai'i to work in California while his
father-in-law returned back to the Philippines. Once in California, Sulay traveled along the
west coast following the seasonal crop rotation in search of job opportunities as a farm
laborer, crew boss, and contractor. In the summer of 1939 while working as a laborer on a
pea field in San Luis Obispo County, Sulay met Virginia Alice Viner who also worked as a field
laborer. Viner was born in Shed, Oregon in 1922. Her parents traveled extensively
throughout the United States but briefly settled in San Luis Obispo County. They lived behind
a church for The Church of the Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints where her father was a
groundskeeper. On August 5, 1940, the couple traveled to Vancouver, Washington to marry
and evade anti-miscegenation laws in California. After their marriage, they settled in the
Pajaro Valley at Rowe Ranch, a Filipino labor camp. The Pajaro Valley was a frequent stop
along the agricultural circuit and many of Sulay's friends also settled in the area. In 1944,
the couple purchased a one bedroom house on Broadis Street in Watsonville next to the
Crosetti Family, a long-time employer and friend of Sulay. The property was placed in his
wife's name due to exclusionary property laws that barred Filipinos from owning land. They
have six children: Juanita Sulay Wilson (b. March 26, 1942), Manzanita Garcia (b.1944),
Mamerto "Sonny" Sulay (b.1946 - d.2015), Cristino "Cris" Sulay (b.1950), Albert Sulay
(b.1951), and Mariano "Mario" Tolodro Sulay (b. 1961). Their children attended the
gatherings and parties of the organizations their parents belonged to including the Agilipay
Lodge #26 of the Caballero de Dimas-Alang, Filipino Community of Watsonville, and The
Filipino Women's Club of Watsonville. Virginia passed away in 1988 and Mamerto passed
away in 1995.

   
  Juanita Sulay Wilson interviewed by Dr. Kathleen "Kat" Cruz Gutierrez

Gutierrez_JuanitaSulayWilson_Part1_2021-5-4 2021 May 4
Scope and Contents
In this interview, originally recorded in person, Juanita Sulay Wilson and Alan Wilson
speak with Dr. Kathleen "Kat" Cruz Gutierrez, a member of the Watsonville is in the Heart
project team, and her father, Hermes Gutierrez. Wilson gives an overview of her family's
history settling in the Pajaro Valley and her father's experience working in the fields along
the California coast as migrant workers. She details her parents' experience navigating
race relations in the Pajaro Valley as a mixed-race couple. Wilson also discusses what it
was like growing up in the Pajaro Valley as a mixed-race woman and the desire of her
extended family to shelter her and her siblings from the racism they experienced as
Filipino agricultural laborers. She also discusses the development of Watsonville
alongside the changing Filipino demographics after the 1950s. Joined by her husband,
Alan Wilson, they discussed how they met and moved up to San Francisco. Lastly, Wilson
discusses her extracurricular activities including hula and archiving her family's personal
materials.

   
  Mariano "Mario" Tolodro Sulay interviewed by Dr. Kathleen "Kat" Cruz Gutierrez

Gutierrez_MarianoSulay_Part1_2021-6-18 2021 June 18
Scope and Contents
In this interview, originally recorded via Zoom, Mariano Sulay speaks with Dr. Kathleen
"Kat" Cruz Gutierrez, a member of the Watsonville is in the Heart project team. Sulay
recounts his experience growing up in the Pajaro Valley after the 1960s. Sulay recounts
memories of his father at the end of his career as an agricultural worker. In addition, he
shares memories of his mother's engagement in social clubs such as the Filipino
Community and the decline of her involvement later in life. He also discusses his
experience growing up as a mixed-race Filipino and learning about the Watsonville Riots
later in his life.
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  Alminiana Family Interviews 2021 May
Biographical / Historical
Amando Ocampo Alminiana was born in Bacnotan, Ilocos Sur, Philippines on August 29,
1907. Alminiana immigrated to the United States in 1929, following his brother, Juan
Alminiana, who immigrated to Stockton, California in the 1910s. Juan "Johnny" Alminiana first
landed in Hawai'i to work on a sugar plantation and later migrated to California to work on
the agricultural fields. Upon arriving in Stockton after taking passage through San Francisco,
Amando Alminiana worked as a dishwasher in a restaurant. He later became a chef in the
same restaurant after learning the trade. Shortly after, Alminiana moved to Beverly Hills,
California to work as a houseboy and saved enough money to purchase a pool hall. In 1934,
Alminiana sold his pool hall and moved to Watsonville,where he opened The Universal
Barber Shop at 150 Main Street. The Universal Barbershop and its sister location in Santa
Cruz remained open until Alminiana's retirement in 1994. In 1942, Alminiana was recruited
to serve in World War II as a trained medic in the 1st Filipino Infantry Regiment. The
regiment was assigned to Corregidor Island in the Philippines. It was there that Alminiana
met Rosario "Nena" Nieva Cortes. Nieva was born on October 3, 1914 in Lucena, Quezon
Province in the Philippines. She moved to Manila where she received her degree in nursing
and met her first husband, Alejandro Cortes, who was trained as a doctor. They had a son
named Angelo Anthony Cortes who was born on August 2, 1941. Alejandro Cortes passed
away while serving as medical staff during World War II, leaving Rosario Cortes a widow and
single mother. Alminiana met Rosario Cortes while stationed on Corregidor Island and later
married her in Lucena after the end of the war. In 1947, Rosario and her son immigrated to
Watsonville to join Alminiana. Upon moving to Watsonville, Rosario sought to create a lively
Filipino community in Watsonville and provide resources to newly arrived Filipinos. In 1951,
Rosario founded the Watsonville Filipino Women's Club. She later established the Filipino
Catholic Association. Through organizing events such as pageants, community picnics,
resource presentations, and meet-and-greets with Watsonville officials, Rosario sought to
raise social and cultural equity for FIlipinos in Watsonville. The Alminianas have three
children: Angelo Anthony Cortes (b. August 2, 1941-d. June 24, 2014), Eva Alminiana Monroe
(b. 1949), and Rene Alminiana (b. 1951).

   
  Eva Alminiana Monroe interviewed by Christina Ayson Plank

AysonPlank_EvaAlminianaMonroe_Part1_2021-5-8 2021 May 8
Scope and Contents
In this interview conducted in person, Eva Alminiana Monroe speaks with Christina Ayson
Plank, a member of the Watsonville is in the Heart project team. Monroe discusses her
father's immigration story and the establishment of his barbershop in Watsonville called
The Universal Barbershop. She also discusses her father's enlistment in the First Filipino
Infantry Regiment and her mother's work as a nurse during World War II in the Philippines
where they met. Monroe recalls memories of growing up in Watsonville and the events
that her mother organized in association with the Filipino Women's Club. She also
discusses her uncle's work in the agricultural fields, experiences with racism, and
memories of other manongs in the community.

   
  Eva Alminiana Monroe interviewed by Christina Ayson Plank

AysonPlank_EvaAlminianaMonroe_Part2_2021-5-21 2021 May 21
Scope and Contents
In this follow up interview conducted in person, Eva Alminiana Monroe speaks with
Christina Ayson Plank, a member of the Watsonville is in the Heart project team. Monroe
details her mother's work organizing the Filipino Women's Club and important annual
events that she organized. This included community picnics at Bolado Park and the
Fourth of July parade. She revisits memories of her uncle, his work in the agricultural
fields, and his hobbies. She also discusses growing up speaking English in her household
and her desire to learn Tagalog. Monroe discusses the class divisions in Watsonville as
well. In addition, she discusses the family trips they took and the importance of the
beach.
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  Recio Family Interviews 2021
Biographical / Historical
Dioscoro Respino Recio Sr. was born in Banga, Aklan, Philippines on August 15, 1904. Recio
married at the age of 15 in the Philippines and had two daughters with his first wife, who
passed away due to complications during childbirth. On April 22, 1929, Recio traveled to the
United States in search of work to financially support his family who stayed in the Philippines
with his parents-in-law. He worked as a farm laborer traveling up and down California's
central coast following the crop rotation. Recio eventually settled in the Pajaro Valley. Recio
married Sally Anne Dalisay who was born in Fresno County on August 20, 1944. She was
born legally blind. Her mother, Beatrice Maxeen Reed, migrated to California from Kansas
with her family during the Dust Bowl. Her father, Jose Antaran Dalisay, is a Filipino manong
who worked as a farm laborer in Fresno County. Her parents had a difficult marriage and as
a result Sally Anne Dalisay was relocated to an orphanage at five years old with her sisters.
While her sisters were adopted, Sally Anne Dalisay stayed in the orphanage into adulthood.
The Recios lived in a labor camp on Beach Road in Watsonville. Dioscoro Recio worked on a
number of farms in the area as an irrigator. Sally Anne Recio was a stay at home mom and
took care of their three children: Peter Dalisay Recio (b. February 9, 1966), Dioscoro "Roy"
Recio Jr. (b. April 19, 1968), and Lynette Dalisay Recio (b. May 10, 1975). In 1972, Rosita
Tabasa assisted them in applying for low-income housing on Green Valley Road.

   
  Dioscoro "Roy" Recio Jr. interviewed by Toby Baylon and Nicholas Nasser

BaylonandNasser_DioscoroRecioJr_Part1_2021-5-1 2021 May 1
Scope and Contents
In this interview recorded via Zoom, Dioscoro "Roy" Respino Recio Jr. speaks with Toby
Baylon and Nicholas Nasser, two members of the Watsonville is in the Heart project team.
Recio details his experience growing up in Watsonville in the late 1960s and 1970s. In
particular, he discusses his experience growing up with a disability in a low-income,
working class neighborhood of Watsonville known as Mesa Village. He also discusses his
father's immigration history from the Philippines to the United States to pursue work as
an agricultural laborer. Recio details his mother's experience as a mixed-race Filipina who
grew up in an orphanage. He also details his work as a community organizer in San
Francisco working for the Manilatown Heritage Foundation, San Francisco Veterans Equity
Center, and the Displaced Airport Screener program. Recio explains how his trajectory led
him to founding The Tobera Project and establishing the Watsonville is in the Heart
research project with the University of California, Santa Cruz.

   



Ibao and de los Reyes Family Interviews 2021 May-July
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  Ibao and de los Reyes Family Interviews 2021 May-July
Biographical / Historical
Juan "Johnny" T. de los Reyes was born on January 10, 1910, in Navitas, Philippines. In the
1920s, Johnny de los Reyes immigrated to the United States and first landed in Seattle. He
eventually made his way down to Watsonville in 1937 where he worked on the Willoughby
Farm as an irrigator and lived in a Filipino labor camp on Riverside Road. In 1961, Juan de los
Reyes's niece in the Philippines, Lou Gomez Irao, introduced him to her sister-in-law, Luisa
Irao, and they became pen pals. Luisa Irao was born on February 16, 1929 and was a
schoolteacher in Tablas, Romblon, Philippines. A year later, Juan de los Reyes visited the
Philippines to marry Luisa Irao. After arriving in the United States, Luisa Irao de los Reyes
petitioned family members to come to the United States including her sister, Bernabela
Gomez Irao. Bernabela Irao was born on January 6, 1935. Once in Watsonville, Bernabela
Irao met and later married Juan de los Reyes's friend and housemate, Serbolo Tulay Ibao,
who was thirty years older. Using money that he had won on a gambling trip in Reno,
Serbolo Ibao purchased a house on Elkhorn Road in Royal Oaks in 1968 where they lived
with Johnny and Luisa de Los Reyes. Serbolo Ibao also used his winnings to help other
Filipino families purchase homes. Due to health complications that left Luisa Irao de los
Reyes unable to have children, Johnny and Luisa de los Reyes adopted a daughter from
Serbolo and Bernabela Ibao who already had two children: Maria Jessebel "Maribel" Irao Ibao
(b. December 19, 1966 – d. June 16, 2015) and Edward Irao Ibao (b. January 13, 1971 – d.
March 1, 2019). On January 19, 1973, Joanne de los Reyes was born and adopted. Serbolo
and Bernabela Ibao had another child, Janice Irao Ibao, who was born on May 29, 1974.

   
  Joanne de los Reyes interviewed by Meleia Simon-Reynolds

Simon-Reynolds_JoannedelosReyes_Part1_2021-5-5 2021 May 5
Scope and Contents
In this interview conducted in person, Joanne de los Reyes Hilario speaks with Meleia
Simon-Reynolds, a member of the Watsonville is in the Heart project team. De los Reyes
details her family history arriving in the United States from the Philippines. In particular,
she discusses the relationship between the Ibao and de los Reyes family and the history
that led up to her adoption. In addition, she discusses the way her parents petitioned
their family to come to the United States and how they housed them on their property.
She also discusses her mother's participation in various cultural and social clubs including
the Filipino Visayans, Filipino Community, and Filipino Women's Club. De los Reyes also
discusses her mother's collection of Maria Clara dresses.

   
  Joanne de los Reyes interviewed by Meleia Simon-Reynolds

Simon-Reynolds_JoannedelosReyes_Part2_2021-7-23 2021 July 23
Scope and Contents
In this interview conducted in person, Joanne de los Reyes Hilario speaks with Meleia
Simon-Reynolds and Christina Ayson Plank, two members of the Watsonville is in the
Heart project team. De los Reyes discusses her memories of her family home on Elkhorn
Road in Royal Oaks and visiting the labor camp on Riverside Drive in Watsonville. She
also discusses cultural differences between the United States and Philippines. De los
Reyes also talks in more detail about her adoption and growing up with her cousins.
Lastly, she discusses the importance of fishing to her and her father.

   



Florendo Family Interviews 2021 June
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  Florendo Family Interviews 2021 June
Biographical / Historical
In 1931, Clemente Estilong Florendo and his cousin, Crispino "Chris" R. Estilong immigrated
from the Philippines to Seattle, Washington where Clemente Florendo's older brother,
Doroteo Florendo, had lived since June 1929. Clemente Florendo was born on November 20,
1920 in Naguilian La Union, Barrio Callao, Isabela, Philippines. After a year of living in
Seattle, Florendo and Estilong traveled to Watsonville, California where they worked as field
workers. Clemente Florendo met Maria de los Angeles Quintero in 1951 in Watsonville. Maria
Quintero was born on August 10, 1925 and was originally from Mexicali, Mexico. She moved
to Watsonville after separating from her first husband. Her aunt and uncle, Alejandrina and
Fortunato Bayuga, invited her and her children - Agapita Quintero Barragan, Rosario
Quintery Vieyra, Jesus Quintero, and Enrique Quintero - to live with them on their tomato
farm in Watsonville. Alejandrino Bayuga and her sister, Victoria Quintero Bersamin, traveled
to Watsonville as undocumented field and cannery laborers as young women. While working,
Victoria met Max Bersamin, a Filipino agricultural worker, and they later married. Max
Bersamin was friends with Fortunato Bayuga, another Filipino laborer, and introduced him to
Alejandrina. Clemente Florendo met Maria Quintero while working on her family's farm. They
married in Salinas, California and had two children: Clemente Manuel Florendo and Mary
Grace Florendo Perry. For ten years Maria Quintero moved between Mexicali and Watsonville
as an undocumented laborer. It was only in 1967 when Clemente Florendo became a United
States citizen that he was able to petition his wife and her children from her first marriage.
Maria Quintero Florendo became a citizen in 1996.

   
  Mary Florendo Perry interviewed by Steven McKay

McKay_MaryFlorendoPerry_Part1_2021-6-4 2021 June
Scope and Contents
In this interview conducted in person, Mary Florendo Perry speaks with Dr. Steven McKay,
a member of the Watsonville is in the Heart project team. Perry discusses her family's
immigration story from the Philippines and Mexicali. She also discusses their labor
working in the agricultural fields and canneries. Perry also talks about her time in college
at Vassar College. She also offers memories of her uncle who lived in a camp with other
Filipino bachelors. Lastly, she discusses her knowledge of the Watsonville Race Riots.

   
  Accession 2022.021 Addition to Watsonville is in the Heart oral history interviews 2021

May - 2022 February
Physical Description: 1.39 GB 6 digital audio files

   
  Modesto Orlando and Rita Louise Tuzon interviewed by Kathleen "Kat" Cruz Gutierrez

2021 May 16, June 28
Scope and Contents
Includes 2 interviews

   
  Albert "Bert" Thomas Nabor interviewed by Meleia Simon-Reynolds 2021 July 14

Scope and Contents
Includes 2 interviews

   
  Daniel "Dan" Kerubin Fallorina interviewed by Meleia Simon-Reynolds 2022 February
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