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creator: Ostomel, Maurice J.
Identifier/Call Number: 0496
Identifier/Call Number: 1775
Physical Description: 0.42 linear feet.1 box
Date (inclusive): 1942-1975
Abstract: Maurice Ostomel was the assistant director of the Welfare Planning Council of Metropolitan Los Angeles from
1945 to 1957. While there, he helped form a community committee on the aging and wrote a number of reports on public
assistance in California that laid the foundation for state laws. In 1957 he accepted a post as executive director of the
Jewish Home for the Aged, where he served until retiring in 1977. During his career, he served on the California State Board
of Social Work Examiners and was the first president of the Los Angeles Chapter of the National Association of Social
Workers. He also helped found the National Association of Homes for the Aged and, as its first president, attended a White
House Conference on the Aging initiated by President Eisenhower. After retiring, he was active in the Retired Senior
Volunteers program and the California Welfare Heritage Foundation, and he was involved in conferences on the aging both
locally and nationally. This small collection consists of reports, newsletters, and pamphlets on aging and Jewish homes for
the aged gathered during the course of Ostomel's multi-faceted career. Several of the papers are of his own authorship.
Storage Unit: 1
Biographical Note
A graduate of Reed College in Portland, Oregon, Maurice Ostomel moved to Albany, New York, and became manager of a
grocery store. There he met Anne Muraven, whom he married in 1934. In 1940 he enrolled in the New York School of Social
Work and earned a master's degree in administration and community organization in 1942. Due to health problems, he was
unable to enlist in the military during World War II, so he worked in the Pacific Area Office of the American National Red
Cross. In 1945 he moved to Los Angeles and became assistant director of the Welfare Planning Council of Metropolitan Los
Angeles. While there, he helped form a community committee on the aging and wrote a number of reports on public
assistance in California that laid the foundation for state laws. In 1957 he accepted a post as executive director of the
Jewish Home for the Aged, where he served until retiring in 1977. During his career, he served on the California State Board
of Social Work Examiners and was the first president of the Los Angeles Chapter of the National Association of Social
Workers. He also helped found the National Association of Homes for the Aged and, as its first president, attended a White
House Conference on the Aging initiated by President Eisenhower. After retiring, he was active in the Retired Senior
Volunteers program and the California Welfare Heritage Foundation, and he was involved in conferences on the aging both
locally and nationally. Later, the couple moved to Leisure World, in Laguna Hills, where he died in 1988. [Reed Magazine;
Reed College; Portland, Oregon]
Scope and Contents
This small collection consists of reports, newsletters, and pamphlets on aging and Jewish homes for the aged gathered
during the course of Ostomel's multi-faceted career. Several of the papers are of his own authorship.
Conditions Governing Access
COLLECTION STORED OFF-SITE: Advance notice required for access.
Conditions Governing Use
All requests for permission to publish or quote from manuscripts must be submitted in writing to the Manuscripts Librarian.
Permission for publication is given on behalf of Special Collections as the owner of the physical items and is not intended to
include or imply permission of the copyright holder, which must also be obtained.
Preferred Citation
[Box/folder# or item name], Maurice Ostomel papers, Collection no. 0496, Special Collections, USC Libraries, University of
Southern California
Subjects and Indexing Terms
Aging -- Social aspects -- United States -- Archival resources
Nursing home patients -- Legal status, laws, etc. -- United States -- Archival resources
Social service -- California -- Los Angeles -- Archival resources
Social workers -- California -- Los Angeles -- Archival resources
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Newsletters
Pamphlets
Reports
Ostomel, Maurice J. -- Archives
Jewish Home for the Aging of Los Angeles -- Archives


